INVOCATOR








Webster’s Dictionary defines an Invocation as 1. An appeal to a higher power or 2. A prayer or other formula used in invoking, as at the opening of a religious service.  Many formal proceedings begin with an Invocation of some sort.





The Aetna Middletown Toastmasters club begins each meeting with an Invocation.  After the Sergeant at Arms calls the President to the lectern, the President will introduce you as the Invocator for the evening and ask all audience members to stand while you give the Invocation.  You may do so from your seat.  Address the President and the members of the audience, provide a brief introduction to your selection (Where did you find it?  Who said it?  Why did you select it? Etc.) and then present it.





Prior to the meeting, you will be provided with the theme for the night’s meeting by the Toastmaster for that evening.  You should send your response or thoughts regarding the theme back to the Toastmaster.





As a hint or suggestion for selecting your Invocation, you may choose to read something that follows along the lines of the theme or you may choose something altogether different.  It is entirely up to you.   Some popular sources are books or Internet sites of famous or inspirational quotations, poetry and literature or motivational books, manuals, pamphlets etc.  It may contain humor but is not intended to be a joke.  Again, it is entirely up to you as to what you select.  But remember, the Invocation sets the tone for the meeting.  It should be something that inspires or motivates the audience.
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